CHAPTEB VII
THE FIRST GOVERNORSHIP OF BENGAL
ON July 3rd, whilst the mangled remains of Surajah
Dowlah were being paraded on the back of an ele-
phant through the streets of Moorshedabad, the English
were loading their boats with three-quarters of a million
sterling which had been paid to them by his successor.
The boats passed down the river with drums beating
and colours flying, and their arrival at Calcutta was the
signal for general rejoicing. The whole settlement was
intoxicated with joy at the sight of so much wealth,
and at the sudden transition from poverty to opulence.
The influx of bullion was followed by a revival of trade,
the erection of better houses, general extravagance,
reckless speculation, and eventually by an abuse of the
trade privileges granted under the treaty.
Clive remained at Moorshedabad until Eyre Coote re-
turned from his pursuit of M. Law. He then set out for
Calcutta, where his first duty was to attend the funeral
of Admiral Watson, who' died, universally regretted, on
August 16th. For several weeks afterwards Clive was
actively engaged in reforming abuses and adapting the
government machinery to new conditions* The money
allotted as compensation to the people of Calcutta had